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335 February 26, 1904 

It is an out-of-the-way key, about 10 miles off the mainland, and can 
be reached only by steamer or vessel from Santiago or Manzanillo, the 
latter being the nearest port. The town of Niquero, a village of fisher 
folk, is inland about 8 or 10 miles, and it was to this place that the 
well members of the crew of the Eugen came in a small boat to inform 
the people of their condition and to ask for aid. The report states 
that they were not permitted to land and were told to go immediately 
back to their vessel. 

Mortality in Habana during the months of October and November, 
1903 — Health conditions of the Island. 

The following is received from Minister Squiers, under date of 
February 9, 1904: 

The total mortality in the district of Habana for the month of 
October was 476, 51 more than in the preceding month, and 64 more 
than in the corresponding month of 1902. In November there were 
456 deaths, 38 more than in November, 1902. The daily average in 
the two months lias been 15.30, equivalent to an annual death rate of 
about 21.25 per thousand of population. 

This increase, as compared with the months of October and Novem- 
ber of 1902, is accounted for by 71 deaths due to scarlatina. Refer- 
ring to legation dispatch No. 741, of November 26, 1903, it will be seen 
that there were at that date 566 cases of the epidemic under treatment. 
This number, thanks to the admirable service of the health depart- 
ment and the stringent municipal ordinances, has gradually decreased 
to 92, the actual number of cases now under treatment. The number 
of deaths from scarlatina has been relatively low, especially when it is 
taken into consideration that almost all the deaths were of children 
under 15 years of age. and that the policy of concealing the patient 
and failure to report the case to the proper authorities was generally 
pursued by the lower classes. The rest of the Island appears to be 
still free from this epidemic. 

No cases of yellow fever or smallpox have originated on the island 
during the two months, although in October three cases of the former 
arrived from Mexico and in November two more cases from Venezuela. 
Of these, four were discharged as cured. 

The health of the island in general has been about the same as in the 
preceding months. One thousand six hundred and fifty deaths in 
October and 1,660 in November were reported from all causes, this 
being equivalent to an annual death rate of 15.91 and 15.71 per thou 
sand of population, respectively. 

Report from Matanzas — Scarlet fever in Matanzas district imported 

from. Habana. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Nunez reports, February 15, as follows: 
During the week ended February 13, 1904, bills of health were issued 
to seven vessels leaving for United States ports in good sanitary 
condition. 

The case of scarlet fever undergoing treatment in this city recov- 
ered, and it was discharged after all necessary precautions had been 
taken. No new developments have occurred within the cityup to the 
present time. At the rural town of Canasi, within this district, where 



